Mississippi State Board of Optometry
Saturday, July 13, 2019
1:00 pm

Hilton Hotel 

1001 County Line Rd. 
Ridgeland, MS  39157
STATUTORY BOARD MEETING MINUTES
I. CALL TO ORDER

The Mississippi State Board of Optometry meeting was called to order by the President, Steve Edwards, O.D, at 2:00 a.m. The following board members were present:
Steve Edwards, O.D, President
Rebecca Patton, O.D.
Arthur Dampier, O.D. Secretary
Lori Blackmer, O.D.
Susanne Cunningham, O.D.

Also present was Beverly Limbaugh, Executive Director, and Leyser Q. Hayes, special assistant, attorney general.
Dr. Edwards opened the meeting with prayer. 
II.
READING OF THE MINUTES
A recommendation was made by A. Dampier that the Board wave the reading of the minutes. A motion to accept the minutes as written was made by A. Dampier and seconded by L. Blackmer. The motion passed unanimously as follows:
          Steve Edwards, O.D-Aye 

          Rebecca Patton, O.D.-Aye

          Susanne Cunningham, O.D.-Aye

          Lori Blackmer, O.D.-Aye

          Arthur Dampier, O.D. - Aye

III.
REPORT OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/COMMUNICATIONS TO THE BOARD

          A.      Travel vouchers were signed by the Board members.
B.
Beverly Limbaugh provided the Board with a current financial report. A motion was made by Dr. Edwards that the Board approves the financial report. The motion was seconded by Dr. Cunningham and passed unanimously. 

C.
Beverly informed the Board that proposed Rules 8.5 (k) and 8.6(c)(7) and (d) have been filed with the Occupational Licensing Review Commission. The Board office has received emailed confirmation that our submission has been received and that our request is on the docket for the up-coming meeting. The date of that meeting is not known at this time. 
D.
The board was provided a copy of the final budget request for FY ending June 30, 2021that was delivered to the Department of Finance and Administration and to the Legislative Budget Office. 
IV. 
REPORTS OF OFFICERS
A. 
The President made his report. 

B.  
The Secretary made his report. 
V.
OLD BUSINESS
EXECUTIVE SESSION

Upon motion made by Lori Blackmer, O.D., with a second by Arthur Dampier, O.D., the Board voted to go into a closed determination session to establish the need for an Executive Session.  The motion carried with the following members voting:
voting for: Rebecca Patton, O.D., Arthur Dampier, O.D., and Steve Edwards, O.D., Lori Blackmer, O.D., and Susanne Cunningham, O.D., voting against: none; 

 In the determination session, it was moved by Arthur Dampier, O.D. and seconded by Lori Blackmer, O.D., that the Board had reason to go into Executive Session, namely to:

(b)Strategy sessions or negotiations with respect to prospective litigation, or issuance of an appealable order when an open meeting would have a detrimental effect on the litigating position of the public body.

(d)Investigative proceedings by the board regarding allegations of misconduct or violation of the board statutes and regulations..

The motion carried with the following members voting:  
voting for; Arthur Dampier, O.D., and Steve Edwards, O.D., Lori Blackmer, O.D.,  Susanne Cunningham, O.D. and Rebecca Patton, O.D.
voting against: none; 
Upon the conclusion of business of Executive Session, the Board voted, on motion made by Arthur Dampier, O.D. and seconded by Rebecca Patton, O,D. that the board leave Executive Session.  The motion carried with the following members voting:  
voting for; Arthur Dampier, O.D., and Steve Edwards, O.D., Lori Blackmer, O.D. and Susanne Cunningham, O.D.. Rebecca Patton, O.D.
voting against: none; 
RETURN TO REGULAR SESSION
The Board resumed in open meeting. Within Executive Session, The Board took the following actions.


A. 
Compliant Docket # 10-06-18.
Dr. Arthur Dampier made a motion that the Board accepts the fee paid in full and that the case be closed. The motion was seconded by Dr. Lori Blackmer, O.D. and the motion carried with the following members voting: 

voting for: Arthur Dampier, O.D., and Steve Edwards, O.D., Lori Blackmer, O.D., Rebecca Patton, O.D,
voting against: none; 

recusal: none; 

absent: none

 B. 
Complaint Docket # 02-01-18

Leyser updated the Board members regarding the meeting held in Oxford at the Optometrists office and the correspondence received from  his legal counsel. 
After the Board reviewed the file, Lori Blackmer made a motion that the board approves the reported 50 hours of glaucoma continuing education completed and approves the proposed amended consent order. The motion was seconded by Susanne Cunningham, O.D.. and the vote was as follows. 


Steve Edwards, O.D-Aye 

Rebecca Patton, O.D. - Aye
Arthur Dampier, O.D.-Aye

Lori Blackmer, O.D. – Aye

 C.
Compliant Docket # 07-03-19 was assigned to Dr, Arthur Dampier for investigation. 
VI.
REPORT OF COUNSEL
A. 
The Board asked Leyser Hayes and Beverly Limbaugh to work together to write the laws allowing the board to conduct applicant background checks, as well as the Rules and Regulations needed to comply with the Fresh Start SB2781 and the Military Spouses SB 2452. 

B.
Dr. Lori Blackmer made a motion that the Board approved the Telehealth rules with minor changes. After those changes are made, Beverly will email a final copy to the Board members. After reviewing the final copy, if acceptable, Beverly can file the telehealth rules. The motion was seconded by Arthur Dampier and the vote was as follows:
  Steve Edwards, O.D-Aye 

        
  Rebecca Patton, O.D.-Aye

        
  Susanne Cunningham, O.D.-Aye

         
  Lori Blackmer, O.D.-Aye

         
 Arthur Dampier, O.D. – Aye

C. 
Leyser reported on the most recent correspondence from 1-800-contacts.

D.
The Board voted not to enter into a MOU with VTL. It was discussed that if VTL operates in MS they will be required to follow all Rules and Regulations, including but not limited to, a wall separating the dispensary, they must not pay the O.D.’s and the Opticians must bill for glasses. 
E. 
A motion was made by Arthur Dampier that the Board approve 2 hours of continuing education for Monroe County Vision Center. The motion was seconded by Lori Blackmer, O.D. and the vote was unanimous. 
VII.
NEW BUSINESS
A.
Dr. Cunningham made a motion, seconded by Dr. Blackmer that Dr. Steve Edwards continue to serve as Board President for an additional fiscal year, and that Dr. Arthur Dampier continue to serve as Board Secretary for an additional fiscal year, the vote was as follows:

Steve Edwards, O.D-Aye 

Rebecca Patton , O.D.-Aye

Susanne Cunningham, O.D.-Aye

Lori Blackmer, O.D.-Aye

B. 
A motion was made by Susanne Cunningham, O.D. and seconded by 

Arthur Dampier, O.D. that the applicants who have taken and passed the Mississippi State test and met all other requirements for licensure, be issued a license to practice Optometry.

The vote was as follows:

Steve Edwards, O.D-Aye 

Dewey Handy, O.D.-Aye

Susanne Cunningham, O.D.-Aye

Lori Blackmer, O.D.-Aye

Arthur Dampier, O.D.-Aye

C.
The Executive Director performance evaluation report:

*Outstanding improvement in most categories


*Consistently shows willingness to contribute


*Takes initiative, is prepared, professional, knowledgeable and self-motivated.
D.
Dr. Dampier made a motion that the Board pay the expenses to send Leyser Hayes to the October FARB conference in St. Louis, Missouri. The motion was seconded by Susanne Cunningham and passed unanimously.  
VIII.

ADJOURNMENT 

A. 
A motion was made by Susanne Cunningham, O.D. to adjourn the meeting at 06:30 p.m.  A second was provided by Rebecca Patton, O.D. and the motion passed unanimously.
B. 
The next meeting will be in Jackson at the Hilton Hotel on October 4, 2019 in conjunction with the MOA’s fall CE conference.






APPROVED:







______________________________







Steve Edwards, O.D., President







______________________________







Arthur Dampier, O.D., Secretary





