Mississippi State Board of Optometry
Saturday, May 4, 20190
10:00 am

Hilton Hotel 

1001 County Line Rd. 
Ridgeland, MS  39157
STATUTORY BOARD MEETING MINUTES
I. CALL TO ORDER

The Mississippi State Board of Optometry meeting was called to order by the President, Steve Edwards, O.D, at 10:00 a.m. The following board members were present:
Steve Edwards, O.D, President
Dewey Handy, O.D.
Arthur Dampier, O.D. Secretary
Lori Blackmer, O.D.
Susanne Cunningham, O.D.

Also present was Beverly Limbaugh, Executive Director, and Leyser Q. Hayes, special assistant, attorney general.
Dr. Edwards opened the meeting with prayer. The Board welcomed Dr. Susanne Cunningham of Columbus Mississippi, representing the second congressional district.  See attached 

Beverly gave all the Board members a new updated roster. The Board then presented Dr. Dewey Handy with a plaque as acknowledgement for his years of service and dedication as he completes his term. 
II.
REPORT OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/COMMUNICATIONS TO THE BOARD

A.      Dr. Dampier made a motion that the Board accept the minutes from January 
12, 2019 and February 25, 2019 meeting. The motion was seconded by Lori      Blackmer, O.D.. The vote was as follows:
          Steve Edwards, O.D-Aye 

          Dewey Handy, O.D.-Aye

          Susanne Cunningham, O.D.-Aye

          Lori Blackmer, O.D.-Aye

          Arthur Dampier, O.D. - Aye

B.      Travel vouchers were signed by the Board members.
C.
Current financial reports were emailed to all Board members for their review prior to the meeting. 

D.
Dr. Handy made a motion, seconded by Dr. Blackmer that Dr. Steve Edwards continue to serve as Board President for an additional fiscal year, and that Dr. Arthur Dampier continue to serve as Board Secretary for an additional fiscal year, the vote was as follows:
Steve Edwards, O.D-Aye 

Dewey Handy, O.D.-Aye

Frank Evans, O.D.-Aye

Lori Blackmer, O.D.-Aye

E.
Dr. Blackmer made a motion, seconded by Dr. Dampier that the Board pays for the expenses for any board members able to attend the ARBO conference in St. Louis, MO on June 16-18, 2019. The vote was as follows:

Steve Edwards, O.D-Aye 

Dewey Handy, O.D.-Aye

Susanne Cunningham, O.D.-Aye

Lori Blackmer, O.D.-Aye

Arthur Dampier, O.D.-Aye

III. 
REPORTS OF OFFICERS
A. 
The President made his report. 

B.  
The Secretary made his report. 
IV.
OLD BUSINESS
EXECUTIVE SESSION

Upon motion made by Arthur Dampier, O.D., with a second by Lori Blackmer, O.D., the Board voted to go into a closed determination session to establish the need for an Executive Session.  The motion carried with the following members voting:  voting for: Dewey Handy, O.D., Arthur Dampier, O.D., and Steve Edwards, O.D., Lori Blackmer, O.D., and Susanne Cunningham, O.D., voting against: none; 

 In the determination session, it was moved by Arthur Dampier, O.D. and seconded by Lori Blackmer, O.D., that the Board had reason to go into Executive Session, namely to:

(b)Strategy sessions or negotiations with respect to prospective litigation, or issuance of an appealable order when an open meeting would have a detrimental effect on the litigating position of the public body.

(d)Investigative proceedings by the board regarding allegations of misconduct or violation of the board statutes and regulations..

The motion carried with the following members voting:  voting for; Dewey Handy, O.D., Arthur Dampier, O.D., and Steve Edwards, O.D., Lori Blackmer, O.D. and Susanne Cunningham, O.D.  voting against: none; recusal: none; absent: none
Upon the conclusion of business of Executive Session, the Board voted, upon motion made by Lori Blackmer, O.D. and seconded by Arthur Dampier, O,D. that the board leave Executive Session.  The motion carried with the following members voting:  voting for; Arthur Dampier, O.D., and Steve Edwards, O.D., Lori Blackmer, O.D. and Susanne Cunningham, O.D.. voting against: none; recusal: none; absent: none
The Board resumed in open meeting by announcing the following actions and votes taken in Executive Session.

RETURN TO REGULAR SESSION
+


A.
Complaint Docket # 02-01-18. After her investigation, Susanne Cunningham, O.D., recommended that the Optometrist contract with Corcoran Consulting, at his own expense, for a full day of in-office coding education for himself and his staff, per quarter, for one (1) year, ending December 31,  2020. A motion was made by Lori Blackmer, O.D. that the board accepts the recommendation by Susanne Cunningham, O.D.. The motion was seconded by Arthur Dampier, O.D. and the vote was as follows:


Steve Edwards, O.D-Aye 

Dewey Handy, O.D.-Aye

Lori Blackmer, O.D.-Aye

Arthur Dampier, O.D.-Aye

B. 
Complaint Docket # 10-05-18. Dr. Lori Blackmer made a motion that the case be closed . The consent agreement was satisfied and the fine was paid in full. The motions was seconded by Arthur Dampier, O.D. and the vote was as follows. 

Steve Edwards, O.D-Aye 

Dewey Handy, O.D.-Aye

Susanne Cunningham, O.D.-Aye

Arthur Dampier, O.D.-Aye

C. 
Complaint Docket # 10-06-18. Dr. Lori Blackmer made a motion that the Board offer a consent agreement and if it is not accepted, the case will be set for a hearing. The motion was seconded by Arthur Dampier, O.D. and the vote was as follows. 


Steve Edwards, O.D-Aye 

Dewey Handy, O.D.-Aye

Susanne Cunningham, O.D.-Aye

Arthur Dampier, O.D.-Aye

D. 
Compliant Docket # 02-01-19 was assigned to Dr, Arthur Dampier for investigation. 
V.
REPORT OF COUNSEL
A. 
The Board asked Leyser Hayes to contact the attorney for Vision to Learn regarding the proposed Memorandum of Understanding previously offered by the Board. 
B.
The letter that was written regarding telemedicine was read and revisions were recommended by the Board. 
C. 
Leyser will send a cease and desist letter to 1-800-CONTACTS. 

D.
Leyser reviewed the response letter from Stanton.

VI.
NEW BUSINESS
A.
Dr. Handy made a motion, seconded by Dr. Blackmer that Dr. Steve Edwards continue to serve as Board President for an additional fiscal year, and that Dr. Arthur Dampier continue to serve as Board Secretary for an additional fiscal year, the vote was as follows:

Steve Edwards, O.D-Aye 

Dewey Handy, O.D.-Aye

Susanne Cunningham, O.D.-Aye

Lori Blackmer, O.D.-Aye

B. 
A motion was made by Susanne Cunningham, O.D. and seconded by 

Author Dampier, O.D. that the applicant files that are completed by the dead-line, be allowed to take the licensure exam in July 2019. The vote was as follows:

Steve Edwards, O.D-Aye 

Dewey Handy, O.D.-Aye

Susanne Cunningham, O.D.-Aye

Lori Blackmer, O.D.-Aye

Arthur Dampier, O.D.-Aye

C.
The director evaluations were distributed, and the Board members were asked to complete them before the July meeting and return them to Dr. Blackmer. 

D.
The Board directed Dr. Susanne Cunningham to draft s letter in response to the Monroe County Vision Clinic, with advice of counsel.
VII.

ADJOURNMENT 

A. 
A motions was made by Dewey Handy, O.D. to adjourn the meeting at 2:57 p.m.  A second was provided by Susanne Cunningham, O.D. and the motion passed unanimously.
B. 
The next meeting will be in Jackson at the Hilton Hotel July 13, 2019 in compliance with Section 73-19-9.






APPROVED:







______________________________







Steve Edwards, O.D., President







______________________________







Arthur Dampier, O.D., Secretary





