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Dr. Middleton moved, seconded by Dr. Blackmer, that the Board had reason under 
Miss. Code Ann. §25-41-7 (4)(b) and (d), as amended, to go into Executive 
Session namely investigative proceedings regarding allegations of misconduct or 
violations of law with respect to prospective litigation or issuance of an appealable 
order when an open meeting would have a detrimental effect on the litigating 
position of the Board. The vote was unanimous. Motion carried. 
 
Dr. Middleton moved, with a second by Dr. Blackmer to come out of Executive 
Session. The vote was unanimous. Motion carried. 

 
RETURN TO REGULAR SESSION 
 

Yvonne Laird, Executive Director, reported in Open Meeting action taken during 
Executive Session, as follows:  
A. 2025-637-08 

Upon recommendation by the Board Investigator, Dr. Eckard, Dr. Parrish 
moved, with a second by Dr. Blackmer to dismiss this case as no violations 
of law or rules were found.  The vote was, as follows: 
 Aye – Dr. Blackmer  Recused – Dr. Eckard 
 Aye – Dr. Middleton  Aye – Dr. Parrish 
 Aye – Dr. Ragan 
  Motion carried. 
 

V. YAG Licensure by Endorsement 
Tabled until the April 11, 2026, meeting. 
 

VI. Direct Selective Laser Trabeculoplasty (DSLT) 
 Dr. Eckard moved, with a second by Dr. Blackmer to call for a vote regarding 

whether or not DSLT is an intraocular surgical procedure as set forth in Miss. Code 
Ann. § 73-19-1(3). The vote was, as follows: 

   Dr. Blackmer – not intraocular 
   Dr. Eckard – not intraocular 
   Dr. Middleton – intraocular 
   Dr. Parrish – not intraocular 
   Dr. Ragan – intraocular 

The Board moved, with a vote of three (3) to two (2) that DSLT is not an intraocular 
surgical procedure as contemplated in Miss. Code Ann. § 73-19-1 (3) and, 
therefore, by definition, is not otherwise excluded from the practice of optometry. 

 
The motion was made by Dr. Middleton with a second by Dr. Parrish that in 
accordance  with Rule 1.1.(h) [current] and Rule1.1.A.8 [effective February 28, 
2026] only those PEP (Primary Eye Care Procedures Optometrist) certified can 
perform laser procedures. The vote was unanimous. Motion carried. 

 
Dr. Eckard asked to discuss Triple Light Therapy at this time.  It was recommended 
that Dr. Eckard provide additional information relative to this advanced technology 
treatment for review prior to the release of the April 11, 2026, meeting agenda.  
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